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Nana Yaw Boampong Sapong is currently researching the problematic of the illusive global university. The 1990s and 2000s marked an important milestone in the transformation of African universities from colonial creations to global institutions. In Ghana, the University of Ghana’s fate was tied to the ascendency of neoliberal reforms, which changed the nature, function and outlook of the university. Neoliberal policies led to international partnerships that resulted in improvements in campus infrastructure, access to technology and internationalization. Paradoxically, the current changes also present problems associated with exploitation, marginalization and inequality. Current literature in critical university studies enjoin scholars of the study of Africa to revisit the original conception of higher education as a public good, and to be critical of the present levels of privatization of higher education, exploitation of academic labor, gender marginalization, and the rising cost of higher education. This project proposes an introspective study of the university’s current challenges associated with academic labor, gender inequality and neoliberal reforms.
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